



Oldest Resident Gives Saga 
Of Early History of Miami 

Mrs. Adam C. Richards, Dado County 
Dweller for 75 Years, Tells of Hard¬ 
ships in Pioneer Days 

"Inside I be palmetto leaf hut in which m.v husband and 
[ lived for 15 months after oiir marriage I lay awake at night, 
listening to the panthers and wildcats prowling around out¬ 
side. The hut walls were thin and fragile and the panthers 
could have broken thiough—but somehow they never did. 

“Rattler* were our greatest worry.^ 

Adam (he’« my husband) built big 
wooden boxen for our fimt bn hie* to 
|»lay in. That waa the only way we I 
had of keeping snakes away from the I 
children. 

“The Seminole* gave us no trouble. |j 
They were extremely friendly to our | 
family and often came to viait. One i 
night, during a rainstorm, seven of || 
them piled into our little hut and sat 
on the floor all night. They Juat took 
it for granted they were welcome.” 

The calm and dear-thinking old 
lady paused in her reminiscence*. Be¬ 
side her on the front porch ot a mod¬ 
est bungalow in Coral GnbtH sal 
Adam, smiling, hale and hearty. 

Mra. Adam C. Richards ia an un¬ 
usual personage. On any list of Mi¬ 
ami pioneer* she ranks first because— 

I *‘I came to Miami when I was six,'* 
she recalls. “It was March 15. 1858, i 
laud »he Indians who had been fight-- 
ing the government troops at old Fori 
Dallas bad rnn up a peace flag that 
day—about a quarter of a mile from 
the fort—ending the Indian wars 
hereabouts. * 

“1*11 never forget that day. 1 was 
standing on the deck of n two -masted 
schooner with my mother and one of 
tny three brothers when we sighted 
Miami. There were a few. hum here, 
the rude wooden homes of two other 
families, the huts and shacks of the 
bachelor* who made up the bulk of 
the population, Fort Dallas, two 
■tore* and a poatoffice. That was 
Miami when onr schooner dropped 
anchor here.’* 

For nine years, the “young Wagner 
girl," aa the natives railed her, was 
the only white girl living in Miami, 

True, there were refugees at various 
limes, but they paused hers only mo¬ 
mentarily. 

“I had to play with my brother* 
and the Indian children." Mrs. Rich¬ 
ard* remember*. “I wailed nine lung 
years for the companionship of an¬ 
other while girl-and got three| Their 
name was Drown. On* of the three 
was older, and the other two youngtr, 
thnn me. We hsd great limes." 

The Wagners found their father 
and husband awaiting them here. Wi|. 
liatn Wagner, * professional ■eldier, 
had left them at f’harleston, 8. C., to 
join hi* company in the Mexican war. 

After the war, h* came to Miami 
where. Ilkr most of the early settler*, 
he began making starch. 

A* business improved he sent north 
for hi* wife, daughter and anti. Two 
of hi* sons were already here, help 

ing him at the mill, 

“Tha trip south in tha schooner re 
qulred seren week*," Air*. Richard* 

recall* "W* had a long wail in l.ll- 
tie Hirer fur eon»r tea son or other - 
possibly britiua* of the Indian »«r 
I was only six th*n. Now that I u> 

81, It's difficult f‘»r in* to remember 
everything dearly. 


















“Th** day on* Sooner Into 

>fJtU« R.ver th*» scamped 

[along «be "»‘ or * <,, ‘ V,,n 8 *!"' 

nolasqu.w* and. wb.t wa. morr.im¬ 
portant, their ponies. * ""T? 
was a Hiffirult f thTr 

, nd horses were worth *1mo*t *h" r 

wJ?«ht I. fold. particuUHj to wear, 

anil footaora noldirr*. , . 

•*W« h"*» boon in Miami about a 
month, living in a two-.tor/fram; 
house that*a -till -landing at V ^ 
Seventh court and 1-th st„ when 
r o, my firwt real Indian -rare. 

Father wav going to the postoffice, 
boused in a -mall building adjoining 
nno of tbe two general atnrea, and 
look my brother- and m« along. 

‘•We were Treking nnr wa.r through 
,nme brush when, without warning, 
w»r* mnfmnted bf ^ warriors 
Mr, didn't thee look erne*. And mr 
i*t I nrared. I ahirered and my 

«wW- T ">"« l"" 

standing ibere trembling, but 1 



Went, Richard* and two others dis¬ 
embarked and caught another boat to 
Miami, hoping to find work here. 
They found none and, disappoint 
again, laid plan* for leaving. 

**I helped my two frienda get 
aboard a boat bound back to Key 
Went* Richards recalls, “where they 
wling there irmnomu, - later caught another boat that landed 
aix yearn old and very, very th ,. m 8t r.alve-ton, Texas. But after 
helping the other two escape T was 
stranded here. I'm a Buckeye by 
Iloosier by adopiioh, and a 



their croaa loqke the In 
were friendly. In the year* 
followed we neeer bad trouble 
them and they never bothered 
The chief walked up to father, 
our hi* hand in greeting, and 
‘What your name?* or words 

that effect. 

“My father told hi* name and the 
chi* r-pliM! M. Tier T.il . * 1 

•* ‘Tiger Tail' introduced each of the 
IS other warrior*, all of whom grave- 
1? shook hand# with all ^ Wagners, 
i was acared stiff, hut 1 ahook their 
hands anyhow. It was to ms, a M- 
, girl, a terrifying eipenence. 

When Mrs. Richards arrived n 
Miami there were, ahe rer*U«. «nly 
three other white families living in or 
near the settlement. There was a 
familv named rietcber, George Fergu 
*nn*a family (these two ran Ihe two 
general *»orea for the bachelors, the 
soldiers, the refugees and occasional 
visitor*), and .toe Farrell'a family. 

Rer first impretsion of the settle¬ 
ment was “a frings of monnut trees 
along the shore, the old fort, and the 
officers' quarter*. 1» was a very 
pretty place." 

I ntil the .“rehellion,' ■■ Mrs. 

Richard* call* i». there were no other 
permanent families Using here. After 
the war. the first heavy Influx began. 

“After tbe rebellion. I remember 
the arrival of the Brickell and the 
Tuttle families, who came here to¬ 
other in 1*70," Mrs. Richard* con 
tinned. “There wa* another early 
family— lh# Frowa—who tended (be 
lighthouse at Cape FlArida.” 

Adam Richards, who was destined 
to play auch an important role in “the 
Wagner girlV* lif# .arrived in 1878. 
He ws* a young Ohioan who, at ‘Jrt, 
had sailed from New York on an Im¬ 
migrant ship to Venturis. 

“There was talk of plenty of 
work—and high wages.” Mr. Richards 
said, “and s boat filled with Amer 
leans sailed to take advantage of the 
situation. When we arrived in Yen- 
soela, we found ■ revolution had dial 


birth, _ - 

Floridian hy lurk.” 

But, Richards admits, he would 
‘have been dend long ago if 1 had 
left.” And Mrs. Richards, who mar¬ 
ried him in 1S76 and went to live in 
the palmetto but lie built until they 
could afford n wooden house, smiled 
in agreement. 

Ten children were born to tbs 
Richard*, seven of whom still are 
living. All are Miamians. 

In ihe first 15 months of their mac- 
Hage. iho young bride and groom 
killed 15 rattlers in and rear thHr 
hut. At night, wild animals prowled 
outside “so close you could h*ar their 
paws on tbe leaves,” Mr*. Richards 
recalls. 

“My first »hree children—Mantjv. 
Johnny and Willi*—had to he kept in 
a large wooden box, when they 
played, so tbe rattler* couldn't reach 
ibeim. Later, ad our family grew. *e 
acquired a dog that was rery efficient 
'in keeping snakes away from the 
children." 

The only trouble (Jie Seminole* 
caused. Mrs. Richards remember*, was 
in i heir over-friendliness. 

"They became aery chummy." »he 
chuckled. “One chilly day T had 
wrapped the children in coata and 
blanket* and put them on a large 
bunk inaide the house to keen warm. 

1 was tucking the last one in when 

l wna startled by a movement at my 
side. A Seminole warrior, completely 
unperturbed, wa* calmly crawling 
into bed beside the children. 

“Mjr amatement must have pr«v 
yoked an answer becauee the Indian, 
apparently aurprised that an explana¬ 
tion wa* required, grumbled : 'Picka¬ 
ninny cold, me cold too,' and bur¬ 
rowed under ihe rover*. T let him 
■lay. , 

“On* squaw used to enme to cue 
house and. picking the smallrst bah* 
from It* crib, squat beside a fire «h* 
bad built on what might have been 


ilMIliinn. w nrn w srrm-n in -m- quo nuilt on wnat mignt nave oeen 
auela. ws found a revolution had dis- the front ‘lawn'— feed the b»hy aome 
nip*“d »htng*. There was no work »«sw from her ateamtnr ketUt.—The 
and no high wager." stew wm slwsra «r» full of nrnrter T 



and no high w*ge« 

Young Richards and some of the 


dhera *ppe*|ed »o the American con¬ 
sul. who succeeded In getting them on 


•lew W*J| al*r* t* so full of pepper T 
couldn't oat t». but the hahv lapped 

«* ~ .*1 . _ L._I ___, 


it up with relish and it never seemH 
rv»i. wo.- wmwmi m iH-im iu-ii- »o harm him Those wore rough dart, 
a bo*t headed for the States. At Key Lirmg was rough, too" 

























